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The Story

Retell the story of “Darwin the
remember!

Discussion

Activities

Pinosaur” ay’a clgss. See how many details you can

Professor Herslow: Scie
While magicians oy, exist_in/Ste
their creative capacity aS™artists~<fi
difference between a scienti a\r

Companionship
What friends does Darwin

journey? In what ways are thgy=Similar and in £ & Q
what ways are they different frafRim? How do o "N/
they make Darwin stronger? In@t ways can &S 8

I r— NN
your friends make you strongerz— &

— ! e

Adventure —= - L
Why did Professor Henslow seﬁ:Darwm out ( lﬁ 1\
into the world? What did Darwin n from his T ,é
experiences? What_ other advent ries do |/ //’
you know? Is there' always a her I;é/ﬁﬁ))‘ ( o
the characteristics| of<a~hero? Doe o7 o % 4 y

have any of these;, q\f}aracteﬁsm’?

Can you retell Darv&gr‘is sto
example Verla the O @g[y

“Peche the Fish or Brutus, the red dinosaur? What do
they notice that even,

in didn't notice?

Tell the story of P ofes Henslow’s life before the play begins. Why does he
decide to creatg Darwin?)

—_— .'
Tell the story of what afgr the play is over.

Natio anguage S&a@&@ for English. K-8. Components 5,

6,7, 4ild 12. -
N
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Building and Understanding the
Characters (fontinued):

—Wi roluminescent wire (EL Wire). The wire is
B8 to €7y pack that the actors wear and operate
en current is run through it. The

Wge of both art and

ad-te-solve problems such as

‘ el k that is powerful but not too heavy for
the actors to wear while moving. fome p sharacters like the dinosaurs or birds
consist of costumes that the actprs wegar; others like the fish and the flowers are
puppets that are manipulated by the agtets. There are also many props that the actors
' bone and the heart.

Discussion e—

« The designers made many aru@hmces when they made the characters that
determine the kinds of roles they=alay in the story. Some examples are choices
of color, size and shape. How @o=these aspects affect how you feel about the
different characters? Would Bru e so scary if he was tiny or would the fish

be so fun if they were all white? 7= R

Activity N ff;/////! / Z/ )() \\

» Draw a picture d’hth(éé*differcht\creat/ érent colors, sizes and shapes
to show the naturejof these Creatures and how they relate to each other. Can
you imagine whatyour creatures; ')what sounds they make, how they walk, if

they are friendly, ho‘they be

Discussion
 Consider the kinds_o ices the actors and director made in order to bring the
were an actor, what would you need to know to make

characters to )lfé ;,}
your character b a m

Activity
» Creative improvisation for racter devrmn%[%k of an animal you would
like to portray. Consider this animal moves,se@hds, looks, feels etc. Now
try to embody these characteristics and move through t@e space the way your
animal would move. Next, attention to the other anifpads,around you. How
does your animal respond t@ meeting the other animals? Fyopr animal is afraid,
what does your body do? ran added challenge, graduall your animal to
become more and more human still allowing those animal®aits to inform your
behavior. Do this activity without physically touching anyone else.
National Arts Standards for Theatre. K-8. Components 1 and 2.
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Building and Understanding the
Characters (oontinued):

; S and hold a flashlight while you
ully around the space. Watch how the

The Choreoqgraphy: =

The story of Darwin is told through mo¥ement, gestures and images much like a ballet.
Many of the scenes are carefully chore phed to convey specific meaning; there are
also scenes whose main purpose is to7egtertain the lence and make them laugh.
The choreographers are-working with thifgeZgpecific pa rs that are defined by the
nature of the puppets. ‘FII’St tbgeffect of the 1} /ﬁi ack background creates a
two dimensional effectSech the actors h remain invisible, this means
that one actor cannot paE \in front of anoths

her otherwise they ™
will be back-lit and their % t&st the puppets 1/

or costumes themselves i ;\I limitations in how
they can move, for example® |egg on the dinosaurs and in
birds can only move in parallelJines, that is the feet must A
face forward at all times. _~¢

&

4
Discussion

. Gestures are\s ments that have meaning

2mphasize things we are

Nme\of the gestures
used in Darwin that c@gvey “Bmatipns_ like joy,

griosity? Was™ sy to

i -
'— -.
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Activities

. Choose three different emotions and see jow many physical gestures you can
find to express each one using your hangs, arms, heads, shoulders, fingers, legs
or your entire body. Work in pairs or groupg and then present your gestures to
the class. Next try to have & conversation using gestures, notice that it is easier

. The score is a set of parameters or
i to the use of space or pathways, the
timing of movements or the ove ality. An example of a parameter could
be that a student can only ghove iy ag line, or a student has to use strong
forceful movements comin for &kd but slow fluid movements going backwards.
See the table on Effort Actigns ore ideas.

e
ﬁlonal Arts Standard for Dance. K-8 Component 4
=
=
@
Space Direct Indirect
Direction, level, Stab, punch, anc%ove in a | Curve, carve the space, circle,
relationship to straight line from osition to ikal, and zigzag, and take a
others the;next. 77 Z?r;n%cated pathway from one
/(/////////tn\\hﬁm h to the next.
Weight Stong “UTTTTTT])ikHe
Stormp, swings;: fee#ver ' Flick, dab, and flutter, feels
gronL ed and use fen: weightless.
musc & i
Time Sudden, Sustained
Quick Qvevﬁcn/ts that may Continuous movement that

start slosﬂ Nnd end with impact | does not change speed.
ickly in an impulse

\gt rebound.

Free
Gliding, floating, tumbling, easy
movement without restrictions.

Flow

b

ﬁd@%om the work of Rudolf Laban,
| P
‘\’-/J-\.
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Inteqgrating the Different Art Forms:

ancient ary/form fthat exists in many different cultures.

S ) Puppetry is 8
‘ d,_in storytellihg to convey simple, clear meaning

A Puppets are
|\ about universg neS such/as love, friendship or discovery. Some
/,/’ xamplesToigd kindszof puppets are shadow puppets, hand
pippets, a ven dummy, marionettes or the creatures
ma om light fe-Darwinsshow. Building a puppet can be
considered a visual art while & -""‘"-ﬁ TR ce is part of t'h'es heatre arts. In Darwin,

ore {0 enhance the atmosphere

an
instead of using a dialogue, the actor }‘“
of the story and the show is

choreographed using
movement and gesture like a
dance piece. All the different art
forms are equally important in
telling the story of Darwin the
Dinosaur.

e o

Discussion
e How does the music
enhance the  story
telling? How did you feel

when you heard Brutus,

the red ’
music, or
ostrich’s music?

Activities \
e Choose or write a f Sl
atmosphere of youristory /v velop a gesture phrase that illustrates your story.

Can you present yo 1°Stofy using gestures and music? See if your classmates

can follow the meant 1g'of your story.

National Arts Standards for All Arts. K-8:
Understanding the relationship between different art forms.

and didn’t like. Who would Qﬂend to go and see the show?

lational Arts Msual Arts, K-8 Component 5.
o

© 2009 CORBIAN Visua Arts & Dance



CORBIAN Visua Arts & Dance: Darwin the Dinosaur Study Guide

=10,
ACT

£

* Write a poem about Darwin gettr@ heart
e Tell the Story of how Professor Héﬁslow discovered his magic powers.
» Concoct a magic potion for Darw"‘ o drink, write down the recipe with specific

instruction about how to make it. powers d glve Darwin?
 Draw a huge backdrop (the setti stor ell at least three different
stories that fit the scenery (For |p underwater coral reef,

school cafeteria. ).
 Draw a poster to! (1ert|se DarW| e Dlnosaur It must have a picture and a
slogan and some | teresting quote/gléout the show.

Behind the Curtain: \A)hat youymf find backstage at the Darwin performance????
Hot glue gun, solder iron, zi ‘t ’battery tester, spare battery packs, backups, battery
recycle box, bike racks topg)fd(t e creatures.

,J
Did You Know? | { \\\

« The show runs‘en-approfimately 250 batteries. We run on AA and 9v batteries.

* Many of our batteries =- [rom _Broadway shows that only use their batteries for
one performance.

i) ou\%ect losee in the show? Approx: 2000 ft

» How long has it taken to br' g the show t\Tﬁ‘e%\\YEARSI

« What are some common Wousehold |tems/toysﬁ costumes? Skateboard
trucks, supper balls, shin-gu \rds and paint poles. Can y find any more as you
walk backstage? ' =
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